September 25, 2007 - 

Lord, teach us to pray

“Now it came to pass, as He was praying in a certain place, when He ceased, that one of His disciples said to Him, ‘Lord, teach us to pray…”Luke 11:1 

Have you ever seen a toddler try to learn a new word, or take another bold step toward being a big kid? They tend to resist the help of the adult and shout in defiance to their hand of guidance and support - “I do it myself!” Way too often we approach our walk with Jesus in much the same way. For some reason we have convinced ourselves that if we try harder, work longer, and get a little lucky, we’ll be able to do the things God has called us to do. After all, we want so much to please our Father in heaven. 

However, the Father is pleased most with us when we are learning to be dependent more and more on Jesus. I’m sure Jesus was pleased with the request of the disciple that day. I believe His heart was moved by this “child’s” reaching for the hand of God to direct him.  

Prayer is such a vital part of our spiritual life that we should not try to go it alone. We need to be equipped so that we can regularly engage this necessary function of the Kingdom of God. We, like the disciples, need to be taught. We need Jesus to come along side us and take our hand and show us the way in prayer. 

I want to challenge you to invite Jesus to teach you to pray. Let me ask you right now to bow your head and whisper that powerful request to him personally… Jesus, teach me to pray! 

Steadfastly, together!

Pastor Tim 

