September 18, 2007 - 

Pray for my enemies?

“But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you.” – Jesus said it in Matthew 5:44 

It’s difficult enough to find the time to focus in prayer for those people on our special prayer list. Now we find that God is asking of us something that seems ludicrous to us and frankly impossible to do. Suddenly we are faced with the greater challenge of praying for those that spitefully use us. As Jesus taught that day, I’m sure we could have heard gasps for air as he announced this “new” theology regarding our enemies... “You have heard it said, love your neighbor and hate your enemy, but I say to you…” Pray for your enemies! Love them, bless them, do good things for them… and then ask God to minister to and bless them? The very people who have wounded and hurt us, seemly without conscience? That’s a tall order… 

But this is more than simply a tall order; it is a call to live life in a new freedom and grace. Jesus calls us to release the power of forgiveness toward those who have hurt us. (Matthew 6:12). He makes it clear that our release and forgiveness of sin is intricately connected to our being willing to release that same forgiveness and grace to others. And it is here that we begin to discover a new grace beyond our human ability. As we learn to be obedient and offer sincere prayers for those who have wounded our hearts, God begins to release a new flow of grace toward us that heals our hearts. 

Let me call us together around this powerful truth and ask you to join me in opening our hearts to Jesus in a new way. Ask Him to supply the grace needed to do this thing that seems so far from our reach. Form the words in prayer on your lips right now and see that God can work wonderful miracles in your heart! Say it with me… Lord I pray for (name)… Bless them with your love and grace! It’s that simple…

Steadfastly, together!

Pastor Tim 

