October 2, 2007 – 

Anoint with oil, and the prayer of faith


[image: image1.wmf]“Is any one in trouble? He should pray. Is any one happy? Let him sing songs of praise. Is any one of you sick? He should call the elders of the church to pray over him 

and anoint him with oil in the name of the Lord.

 And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well…”

James 5:13-15a NIV

There is something very powerful that happens when we agree in faith and come together to pray over those that are sick. The writer, James tells us that the prayer of faith will heal the sick! When we remember how Jesus touched and healed so many, we must understand that He intends to continue that ministry here on earth through our hands and our prayer. We are his hands extended to a hurting world, and when we lay our hands on the sick and pray with boldness and confidence, we can expect God to touch them with his healing hand. When we declare God’s living word over their lives we can be confident that God is at work in their circumstances!  

As the Apostle Peter passed by the Gate Beautiful, he responded to a cry for help from a lame man forced to beg for alms. But that wasn’t the only voice Peter was responding to… He was responding to the leading of the Holy Spirit as He was instructed to distribute the gifts of the healing. By faith he declared… Rise! And Jesus touched the lame man through the faith and actions of an open vessel. 

There is something to be said about a community of believers who take Jesus at his word and act on it by faith. When we anoint with oil and pray, we are inviting God to do something awesome and powerful in our lives. As Peter listened to the cry in the need, coupled with the voice of the Holy Spirit calling him to faith in action, it brought forth a result that was miraculous! 

Are you sick? Are you in distress? Do you need Jesus to touch you? Why not give prayer a chance? You are invited to come to one of our scheduled prayer times and receive prayer. Or maybe you know someone who is hurting today, that needs someone to pray the prayer of faith. Peter was a simple man just like us. He had no extra position, place or power… He just believed and expressed it in his obedient action to ministry in the Name of Jesus. 

Does Jesus heal today? I can yes without reserve, because of Hebrews 13:8 “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and forever.” 

For His Glory!

Pastor Tim
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